Hung Out to Dry:

Effects of Pre-Storage Drying on Bacterial Growth in Flexible Endoscopes

Effects of Dry Air on
Bacterial Growth )

What happens when residual
moisture remains? »

Introduction

drying after the completion of an automated endoscope
reprocessor cycle resulted in dry channels and prevented
the growth of microrganisms during storage.!21>1°

Several studies have specifically looked at the effects of
using drying cabinets with flexible endoscopes. The results have

Residual moisture within
endoscope lumens during
storage can help create a

Moist conditions contribute to a hospitable environment for
bacterial growth."° High-level disinfection is not a sterile process and
residual microorganisms, such as bacterial spores, may remain on the
endoscope after reprocessing. If moisture remains within the endoscope

When considering the importance of dry storage for flexible
endoscopes, it is important to understand why dry environments
are inhospitable to the majority of bacteria.’

Cells require water molecules for essential functions including protein
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Dry storage conditions may
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